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Abstract

Over time, the European process of integration has raised 
issues of great importance for constitutional law. In particular, 
these issues have concerned institutional aspects of the rela-
tionship between national and supranational legal systems as 
well as the sources of law and the protection of fundamental 
rights.

The entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty has been a mile-
stone in the consolidation of a constitutional dimension of the 
European Union. The extent of such fundamental treaty can 
still be measured today in the renovation of the Union’s form 
of government towards a model inspired by representative de-
mocracy and firmly anchored – among limitations and unre-
solved issues – in an integrated and multilevel European con-
stitutional system. Such system, therefore, cannot disregard 
the national constitutional dimensions, whose contribution to 
the supranational level does not end within the field of prerog-
atives affecting the national parliament, as it finds an equally 
essential reference in the regional autonomies.


